2009 TBBCF Walk     Mary Ann Nash  : What Tugs at your Heart? 

What tugs at your heart?  The child who has just lost his mother to breast cancer, the spouse/partner who is left to pick up the pieces, or the young mother who watched her grandmother and mother succumb to the disease and wakes everyday wondering when she will be next?  There are lots of “tugs”, too many to mention, each of you are here today because of the “tugs”.  Breast cancer affects us all, it is like a giant octopus with tentacles reaching our families, friends, co-workers, and even the kid who sells us the newspaper on Sunday morning.  It doesn’t discriminate, it knows no racial bounds, it touches every socioeconomic group and couldn’t care less how old or how young you are.  It can destroy strong family ties and it can build up broken ones, but, no matter who, what, when, where, why or how it touches,  know that what each and everyone of you do with every step that you take has made a difference.
One out of eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer in her lifetime, a very scary statistic.  Know that each step you take has realized staggering changes in so many aspects of breast cancer care. 

·  Because you choose to walk for the “tugs” in your life, the 5 year survival rate for breast cancer is hovering around 90%.   

· Because you choose to walk for the “tugs” in your life, women are being diagnosed earlier and women who might not have been able to afford mammograms or clinical breast exams don’t have to wait until it is too late.

· Because you choose to walk for the “tugs” in your life, women who have been treated for breast cancer can now take medications to prevent recurrences.

· And most importantly…

· Because you choose to walk for the “tugs” in your life your dollars may be the fuel that eradicates breast cancer maybe not in your lifetime but certainly in your childrens’.

For all these reasons I applaud you, honor you, honor those that can’t be here to walk and honor those that are left behind.

