Commonly asked Questions and Answers Relating to the Walk Across Southeastern CT
(based on your questions and comments from our post-Walk Survey)
If you have a question not addressed here, please send it to eswer@sbcglobal.net
	Q1.  What is the minimum age to participate as either a walker or volunteer?

	A1.  Minimum age is 18; however volunteers and walkers between the ages of 12-17 are welcome to participate if they are accompanied by an adult / guardian (does not have to be a parent).

Q2.  Can we raise money as a group vs. individuals?
A2.  While you can raise money as a group, we are unable to process donations to teams.  Many walkers who are training and walking together will raise funds as a group so that everyone has the opportunity to reach their fund-raising goal.  If you elect to do this, it is important that checks / donations are clearly labeled as to whose account they should be applied to. 

Q3.  Is there a rain date for the Walk?
A3.   The Walk Across Southeastern Connecticut will take place rain or shine.  Due to the complicated logistics of planning and executing the Walk, there is no rain date.

If there is a prediction of extreme, severe weather, we could make the decision to cancel the Walk. Should the weather during the walk become severe (a lightning storm for example), we will have plans to safely remove the walkers from the route.   Walker safety continues to be a priority.



Q4.  Why was there no balloon arch at the finishing line this year?
A4.   Due to the inclement weather, our vendor advised that the balloon arch would collapse under heavy rain within 20 minutes; therefore, we elected not to erect it.  We hope to see the balloon arch at the finish line in 2010, weather permitting!

Q5.  Can I walk with a pet?
A5.  Due to safety concerns, pets are not permitted on the Walk route.  Pets are more than welcome at closing ceremonies however!
Q6.  Can I walk with a child?

A6.  Please see question 1.   Beyond registered walkers and volunteers, children and babies are not permitted on the Walk route due to safety concerns.  
Q7.  I do not feel I was well-prepared to walk in the rain – can you provide guidance?

A7.  We will be pulling together information to better assist walkers for having a successful walk should we have another rain experience.  This will be provided some time in 2010.
Q8.  This year the mile markers were in descending order, which was a bit confusing.  Can this be changed?

A8.  We actually received equal feedback from people who liked this approach and those who didn’t.  We made this change to accommodate the introduction of the half and quarter marathons into the Walk who needed to understand their mileage status and as such, will keep this the same for 2010.
Q9.  Can I jog instead of walk the marathon?
A9.   This event is intended to be a walk but we recognize that some people may elect to jog parts of the route.  You do need to keep in mind how we set up and organize the Pit Stops.  The Walk is based upon walkers maintaining a 14 - 20 minute mile. We begin the day with the first four pit stops set up in advance of the walkers. Once the 20 minute mile walkers pass through a Pit Stop, it is packed up and moved ahead on the route.  If you are faster than the 14 minute mile walkers, you may miss the Pit Stops. 
Q10.  I have participated in the Walk for a few years – will you change the route to make it different?

A10.  We have made slight modifications to the route over the past few years.  Our goal is to create a scenic route that is also safe.  As we work with many towns to gain approval for our walk route, it would be difficult to change.  Hopefully you will continue to enjoy the scenery along our Walk route.
Q11.  Can the half and quarter marathoners choose to start at Old Saybrook vs Rocky Neck or Hole in the Wall?

A11.  Due to the logistics of registration, each marathoner needs to start at their identified location.   We designed the half and quarter marathons so that all walkers would finish at Camp Harkness and be able to participate in the closing ceremonies.
